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Prime, self-existing cause, and end of all 

That in the scale of being fill their place ; 

Above our human region, or below. 

Set and sustained ; — Thou, Thou alone 

Art everlasting I " 

Wordsworth. 



TO THE 



REVEREND JOHN KENRICK, M.A., 



HIS FRIEND THROUGH FAR THE GREATER PART OF THE 



liAST FIFTY YEARS, 



WHO, BYBN MOBE THAN THE PREACHER, 

COMBINES DEEPLY-INTERESTING RECOLLECTIONS 

WITH THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS 
OF THE 

WESTERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY, 

THESE PAGES ARE AFFECTIONATELY 
INSCRIBED. 



This Sermon is printed at the request 
of those who appointed me to the ho- 
nourable office of Preacher before the 
Western Unitarian Society, on its fiftieth 
Anniversary Meeting, At their desire, 
too, I have subjoined an Appendix^ con- 
taining a sketch of the History of the 
Society. 

J. K. 

Oatoher, 1842. 



A SERMON, 

src. 

2 Peter, hi. 8, 9. 

be not ignorant of this one thing, 

that one day is with the lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 
the lord is not slack concerning his promise, 
as some men count slackness. 

The very interesting circumstances in which I now 
appear before you, fix my thoughts upon, " the Eter- 
nity of God, with relation to the course of Christian 
knowledge and virtue." Amidst the flight of years, 
and the changes attending it, and on this spot of hal- 
lowed recollections,* we hare once more joined to- 

* Georgfe's Meetingr-house. 
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adoring Him, wlioae existence Time caunot 
or its Ticissitudes affect. No truth can be 
more certain than that He liveth for ever : none, when 
duly considered, is more valuable ; while few things 
arc so difficult as to form any just notions of thia 
attribute. 

Yet Apostles and " Prophet-bards" are here our 
teachers ; and our views of the Divine Eternity may 
be assisted by the text, which gives a reason for the 
seeming delay of the Lord in fulfilling his promise. 
In language borrowed substantially from the Jewish 
Scriptures,* Peter not only holds out encouragement 
to the believer and warning to the sinner, but conveys 
an enlightened, impressive and practical description of , 
God's everlasting being. The sense of Iiis words is, 
that both the scantiest and the largest portions of 
Time subsist only as to mortals; inasmuch aa they 
cannot be applicable to the Creator, who, though he 
fully sees the difference of them in respect of his 
creatures, has Himself neither beginning of days nor 
end of years. 

When I have endeavoured to show the correctness 
of this statement, I will speak of the influence which 
such a contemplation of the Eternity of God should 
esercise over our judgments, feelings and actions gene- 
r^y. I will speak not least of its bearings upon the 
object and the rise, the labours and the hopes, of the 



Society whose fiftietii anniversary-meeting we cele- 
brate to-day. 

I. In the life of Man, as we usually behold him, 
half a century is a very considerable period : a long 
term in prospect, brief as it seems on the review. Soy, 
nevertheless, that, under favourable circumstances, 
"the days of our years are threescore years and ten ;" 
say that, "by reason of strength, they are fourscore 
years." Even add to them at your pleasure ; still, what 
arc thousands, millions, nay, myriads and myriads of 
ages, when you meditate on " The Everlasting God" ? 
In the contrast, they vanish to a point. Exhaust the 
computations of Science, give the utmost range to the 
powers of Imagination, and you will yet fail of know- 
ing in what btbbmty consists Would you hut ap- 
proach to a right estimate of it ^ Your minds must 
pass through a very different process from this. You 
must look upon " Eternity" as a mode of being, which 
has nothing in common with Time ; of being so perfect 
that it can belong only unto God. 

While dependent creatures find it hard to conceive 
of the essentially independent Creator, those who live 
within the limits of Time are, for the same reason, 
almost overwhelmed when they think on " The King 
Eternal." Time is nothing separately from ourselves, 
or beings like ourselves ; no more than an effect and 
token of derived existence. We accjuire the notion of 
it from our consciousness of a succession of ideas. If 
interrupted, we are no longer 



sensible of Time. The moment of deep sleep falling 
upon men, and that of their awaking from it, are con- 
tiguous moments : they know nothing of the interval ; 
their very hours of slumher, requisite though they are, 
and most graciouBly supplied, denote an inferior state 
and manner of duration. 

If we ascend from Man to a higher order of crea- 
tures, we shall judge it likely that their capacities, 
knowledge, virtue and happiness surpass his ; inas- 
much as their thoughts, although succesaire, are less 
fleeting and detached. Taking wider views, and fully 
comparing together ideas presented to them, beings so 
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ated to behold events both in their various relations to 
each other and in their united influences on the ends 
of the Divine government; and this with an ease, pre- 
cision and effect, to which, during our earthly pilgri- 
mage, we cannot but be strangers. Swayed yet more 
by th thought of th past and the future than by the 
impr s on of th moment, they virtually enjoy, even 
in their state of trial a longer being than ours. Their 
Jurat on s alt gethe more instantaneous ; which per- 
bajis maj b affirmed of superior created spirits gene- 
rally, n p p t n to their intellectual rank. 

We tl u n t the One Beinir. who alone is dis- 



tinguislied by perfect intelligence, and therefore by 
absolute eternity. The ever-liTing God cannot be 
the subject of any of the characteristic iTcaknesses of 
creaturea. Were His thoughfs successive. He would 
neither be infinite in understanding nor supreme in 
excellence and bliss. Immortality may be conferred, 
and indeed is the free gift of our Heavenly Father to 
penitent believers in his Son ; while His oivn complete 
Eternity is incommunicable. 

Accordingly, the Scriptures set forth this attribute 
as belonging to Him in a sense in which it does 
not and cannot belong to any other being. Of none 
besides do they say that Ho is "from everlasting to 
everlasting ;" that He " inhabiteth Eternity," or, 
" dwelleth for ever ;" and that His years " are 
through all generations." Still, it is only from the 
unavoidable imperfection of our faculties and lan- 
guage that we apply to Him such terms as " years" 
and " ages," We gladly accept this help, because 
in our probationary state no better can he found. 
The name Jehovah, too, denotes the sovereign ex- 
cellence of being on which I am discoursing, — a. 
special and appropriate being, accompanied, from its 
very nature, with consummate knowledge and dis- 
cernment, immutability and faithfulness. 

II. He, then, who meditates aa ho ought on the 
Eternity of God, engages in no abstract speculation : 
he meditates on " Eternal Providence," on " the 
everlasting Gospel," on unchangeable power and wis- 



ilom and righfeouiincsB and grnce. In a word, lie 
meditates on a truth of vast extent, usefulnesa and 
interest ; as will more fiiUy appear, when I speak 
of the influence, which our belief of it should exercise 
over lis, bolh in. hourlj life and at the present 
juncture. 

If " one day ia with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day," the cayils of 
thoughtless men against God's administration are un- 
just. By this view of his eternity, Devotion and 
Faith may be invigorated. The subject ia eminently 
fitted to produce sacred veneration, while we oppose 
the Creator's perfect being and knowledge to our own 
ignorance and frailty. It supplies a motive of groat 
strength for the zealous improvement of our time 
and culture of our minds and hearts ; and communi- 
cates rich consolation and hope, amidst the present 
triumphs of Mortality. 

On these and on some kindred topics I might 
naturally, and perhaps not unprofitably, dwell, were 
this address delivered in the usual course of ministerial 
instruction. But, since I must employ the remainder 
of our time in an application of my subject to our 
meeting at this period, and within these walls, I will 
select four of the considerations which have been 
mentioned. 

Tiiey are these : — The view now taken of the Divine 
Eternity enables ns to refiite the cavils of scoffers 
at Religion : it suggests much encouragement to the 



zeal, faith, and patieoce, 'which it calls i 
and ahowa that, while each passing generation is 
animated by the rememhrance of the services, and the 
contemplation of the reward, of those who have gone 
before it, the plans of Everlasting Wisdom and Good- 
ness, in respect of the inhabitants of the earth, arc 
to be carried on by successive labourers. 

I , — Not in the age of the Apostles only, hut in each 
following age, anil therefore in this, some men have 
said, — " Where is the promise of his coming?'' The 
reply is at hand. Do you allege that the Gospel 
cannot he from Heaven, because its light does not 
shine at once on every region ? Or are there those 
who rush to the same conclusion, from the partial 
influence of that doctrine on the virtue and happiness 
of the world ? In these and in many like examples, 
the being of the Creator and his counsels and dis- 
pensations are presumptuously attempted to bo mea- 
sured by Time and its divisions ; and human weakness 
is made the standard of Divine Intelligence and 
Wisdom. To such objectors I would say, " ye do 
err," not considering the Power and Eternity of Him 
with whom " one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day." The Promiser, " the 
Lord of the Promise,"" Ho who gives it, and with 
whom it remains, " is not slack" in its fulfilment, " as 

• So in Cranmer'a Bible, " The Lord tlist hath promiMd."— I Imik 
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some men counL slackness." Show me, if jou can, a 
single example of His having failed to accomplish a 
prediction, at the period definitely fixed by Him ; and 
I will grant that your question may be entertained. 
When the inquiry concerns His other assurances and 
intimations, nothing can be more unreasonable and 
irreverent than to infer from a fancied delay in the 
execution of them, cither that they have never been 
given, or that they will never be made good. To 
Him all Time is The same ; for to Him all Time is 
nothing. At this very moment, He is advancing, 
and in his own eyes has advanced, the measuresj 
which you think him slow in bringing to an issue. 
He seeth not as man seeth : He calleth the things 
which are not as though they were. The difficulties, 
which you urge, press 33 strongly npou Natural as 
upon Bevealed Religion : nor are they admissible 
against either. 

2. — But a widely difierent set of men from scoffers 
should be reminded that " one day ia with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 
Let devout faith repose itself upon this truth : let 
persona of fervent and eager benevolence (and many 
such are no sti-angers to the feelings of piety) lay it 
to their hearts. Not a few individuals, confident in 
the snccess of their own labours of love, sanguine in 
their expectation of speedily beholding great and happy 
events among mankind, are liable to be overcome by 
disappointments, upon which they have not calculated. 



Unless they summon reflection and self-discipline to 
their aid, they will exchange the light of trust and 
hope for the gloominess of despair. The first cloud 
which parses oyer the sun, will be mistaken for an 
eclipse of that glorious luminary; and the very state 
of feeling, which made them secure, and even boastful, 
will now cause them to be dejected. 

Haye no examples of this result fallen within your 
notice ; none especially of young persons who pos- 
sessed not a solidity of judgment and fixedness of 
principle, answering to the warmth of their emotions ? 
Had they fully weighed the doctrine that " one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day ;" had they remembered that Time 
cannot measure His magnificent designs ; had they 
considered that Christianity itself is a part of His 
everlasting administration of Truth, Righteousness and 
Love, their faith would not have been languid, or 
their hands weary. From such instances let us learn 
the moment of piety being enlightened, in order that 
it may be efficacious. To animate our perseverance 
and our hope, let us reflect that *' the kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation." This is the statement 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,* who likewise addressed to 
his disciples one of his most impressive parables (that 
of the Talents), t for the purpose of convincing them 
that although his kingdom would not appear imme- 

* Luke xvii. 20. t Luke xix. 1 1—27. 
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cliately, still ihcy were to be steadfastly actire in 
preparations and efforts for its arrival. 

It is little to affirm that we are incapable judges of 
the periods and circumstances most friendly to the 
progress of Knowledge, Tmth, and Virtue. I would 
rather urge our utter incompetency to speculations of 
this character, in their bearings npon passing scenes, 
and our consequent ohligation to dismiss them, and 
to cherish, in their room, untiring watchfulness and 
zeal. It is not for ue, any more than it was for our 
Saviour's first disciples,* " to know the times and the 
seasons, wliich the Father hath put ii 
Here curiosity would be presumptut 
criminal. When i 
his coming," when ' 
becanae our favourite plans await, instead of now 
receiving, their accomplishment, we forget that no 
reason can be shown why the present time must needs 
be the proper timef for the gratification of our wishes: 
we forget that good reasons, taken from the Divine 
Supremacy and Perfection, and from our own proba- 
tionary circumstances, may he given for the contrary. 
Let us rest in the persuasion that the counsel of 
Jehovah shall stand ; and that lie will do all his 
pleasure. " Be patient, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 

• Ilie Rev. .Folin BulBuy \in the Practical Preacher, vol. I. p. 61]. 



own power. 
1 impatience 
; exclaim, — "The Lord delayeth 



precious fruit of the earth, and hath long putience for 
it, until he receire the early and the latter rain. Be 
ye also patient."* 

History proves that seasons whicli men tould not 
previously have deemed auspicious, hut the reverse, 
have been signally adapted to the promotion of the 
great interests of humanity. Wo, accordingly, look 
back upon them vvith adoring gratitude. Known 
unto God are all his works and all his servants, from 
the beginning of the world : known unto Him are 
the fittest periods and the proper instruments for 
accomplishing his designs. 

3. — Owe generation paiielk awap : Our fathers, 
where are thei/ ; and ttte prophets, do tkay live for 
ever ? Amidst those triumphs of mortality, which 
this meeting, in particular, brings to our remembrance, 
consolation, and good hope are derived from our 
tlioughts on God's eternal being. We have already 
seen that an imagined delay in the fulfilment of Divine 
Promises cannot impeach tbeir stability, and ought 
not to produce distrust. But there is none of them 
to which this observation can be more applicable than 
the assurance that God ivill raise the dead : nor does 
OUT Lord Jesus Christ omit to notice it, as an ex- 
ample of his Heavenly Father's immutability, faith- 
fulness, and power. In an ai^ument with the Sad- 
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duceea, on the resurrection, he says," — " Now, that 
the dead are raised, Moses showed at the hu9h,+ 
when he calleth Jehovah the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ; for He is 
not," adds our Great Instructor, " a God of the dead, 
bat of the liring ; for all live unto Him." They live, 
that is, in His sight, to ^hom " one daj is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 

Under this conriction, the Christian yields up his 
breath, not doubting that 'what ia so'wn in weakness, 
will be raised in power; and believing that no time can 
prevent, or, ia effect, delay, the accomplishment of 
the promises of Him whose he is, and whom he 
serves. 

It ia natural to be of sad count«nance at the place 
of our Fathers' sepulchres ; at the graves of those who 
accompanied, instructed, and encouraged us in labours 
for the revival and diffusion of God's Holy Truth. 
No distance of time or spot cau make us forgetfiil 
of what we owe to them, personally and socially. 
Remembrance nourishes attachment ; and hope and 
fcith humbly contemplate a reunion. Happy indeed 
shall we be, if, animated by their examples, and 
justly mindful both of their departure, and of the 



* Luke II. 37, compared nith Matthew 



. 31, 1 



will] Mark 



Jon of the Pealaleuch, recardlDg what passed there. 
I, Introduction to N. T., p. 1. chap. iv. sec. 5, chap. 
Kumael, CcnirneDt &c. on Mark lii. 26, 



approach of our's, we can obtain strong comfort, 
which, if we are contrite believers in Christ Jesua, we 
assuredly may, from our meditations upon an ever- 
lasting God, and an ererlaating life. 

*. — Anotfier generation cometh ! Though individuals, 
in succession, and, to appearance, promiscuously die, 
our feehle race suhsisf s : " the children of thy servants 
shall continue, and their seed shall be established 
before Thee." Sublime designs are in this way to be 
fulfilled. The Divine Mind comprehends, and the 
Divine Will decrees, the means, not less than the 
end. While, in the sight of the Eternal God, Truth 
and Goodness are even now victorious, the services 
indispensable for the triumph are as firmly ordained 
as the issue ; and therefore they are authoritatively 
commanded. Privileges and corresponding obligations 
belong to every individual, and to each passing age. 
We, my brethren, like our honoured forefathers, have 
a combat to maintain, and a course over which to 
run ; and, throughout this race, we must, after their 
esample, liand down, in series, the lamp of Sacred 
Knowledge, not merely vrith undiminished but with 
still increasing brightness.* 

For advancing Christian Truth and Virtue, the 
Eternal God combines the agency of men of various 

■ Lucret. ii. 78, with Waltefield'a nole, and ihe autlioritiea and 
illustrations which it contains. To tbese A. ad Hercnn. iv, chap. 46, 
may he added. — I'he \&m^ or torch mcc in Greece, distinguished cer- 
tain festivals both of Mioerva and of Vulcan. 
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endowments ; the steady, selt-denjiag zeal of one in- 
dividual, the judgment and discrimination of another, 
the researches and learning of a third, the active 
talents of a fourth; and, together with such associates 
and services, men of amiable temper and kind, con- 
ciliatory manners,- men to whom belongs the power 
of goodness (an influence far beyond that of merely 
outward station), and whose consistent and exemplary 
characters plead with silent, nor unheeded, eloquence 
in favour of the Apostolical doctrine, that " To us 
there ta hut one God, the Father, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ." 

Have they laboured in behalf of a set of words ; of 
a barren, unimportant tenet ? Far otherwise. I ad- 
mit that a holy character is of infinitely superior 
moment to correct yet fruitless belief: hut I cannot 
admit that it is of little consequence to know, whom 
I am to worship ;* I cannot admit that Truth and 
Error are the same, in principle, in direction, or in 
efficacy. 

At this crisis, the duties of Christians and Pro- 
testants of our denomination, require to be stated with 
more than usual plainness and fidelity, and to be dis- 
charged with no ordinary Tigilance. Thej are included 
under the exhortation, to " maintain the Truth in 
love." Tlie world is not out'b, nor, in some important 
respects, the world's law. Men cast out our name as 



■ Lipd^ej's Seoond Addr& 
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evil. For the answer of a good conscieoce towards 
God, we meet witli social aiinoyaaces and privations. 
In all this there is what a friend of mankind and of 
his coimtry, a lover of peace and order, and cliiirity 
and justice, an advocate of truth, and of the inquiry 
and freedom without which truth can neither he found 
nor spread abroad, will, on many accounts, lament ; in 
this there is what, at first view, may not only astonish 
us, hut endanger our exercise of angry and ungenerous 
feelings, in return. They, however, who are familiar 
with human nature and society, and with the records 
of the Christian doctrine, and the history of its pro- 
gress, will scarcely he of opinion that any strange 
thing has happened to us. He who is earnest in 
seeking goodly pearls, will he more than content to 
pay the price of the costliest. If our rehgious cha- 
racters are improved, as they may and should he, by 
labours, sacrifices and trials ; if, individually, and as 
a body, we are the better for them, more resigned to 
God, more attached to our Great Leader and Fore- 
runner, more kindly affectioned and useful to our 
brethren, how can we murmur at this salutary dis- 
cipline ? Let us even be grateful, when we contrast it 
with the heavy but well-sustained sufferings of our 
fathers in what they deemed to be the cause of Truth 
and Freedom. 

In ordinary cases, and to a limited extent, a sense 
of honour might render men steadfast in the avowal 
of their principles : but where the highest interests 
2. 



are concerned, notLing short of the deeply-seated re- 
ligion of the heart can be a preservative from unworthy 
shame, or create a zealous, persevering regard to the 
doctrine, precepts and example of the Captain of 
Salvation. The faith which overcometh the world, 
must accompany our strenuous efforts for the revival 
of pure worship among Christians, — pure in reference 
to its object, pure in reference, not least, to the devout 
and spiritual character of the supplicant. Nor let us 
fear the imputation of being governed by a sectarian 
and party temper, so long as we are conscious of being 
actuated by religious principle, and practically shew 
that we place a due value on the Love, to which Faith 
and Hope must he subordinate. 

It might seem wonderful if, amidst the advances 
confessedly made in Science and Art, no less than in 
General Learning, Eeligioue Knowledge were sta- 
tionary. No douht, the Gospel itself is unchanged 
and unchangeable;* hut the treasure is committed to 
earthen vessels ; and History teaches that Divine Truth 
may he obscured and corrupted, and its restoration be 
slow and partial. "We live not in the age of miracles 
and inspiration ; nor do the powers of this world per- 
mit Religion to hare a free course. Human passions 
and temporal interests enlist themselves on the side of 
spiritual error. The study of the Scriptures is com- 
paratively neglected and discouraged : the sufficiency 
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of them denied, or brought in question. Thus, in 
many nations professing to be Christian, and, imhap- 
pily, in our own, the progress of Sacred Learning is 
liindered by influences, which do not affect, or only in 
a very small degree, other subjects of inc[uiry ; and 
lience we may esplain the apparently perplexing fact 
tkat Scriptural KJiowIedge remains at a low ebb, even 
although the tide of Secular Knowledge sets in high 
and strong. 

This disproportion will not continue always. The 
Eternal God reigneth ; and, with esperienee for our 
gvude, and the sure word of promise for our stay, we 
will bear our course right onward. In the language 
of a most excellent and amiable man, one of the 
earliest members of our- Society, and called the iirat of 
tliem to his reward,* " The consideraiion that a bene- 
volent God reigneth, and disposeth all things for the 
best, has a tendency to dispel all gloomy fears and 
anxious doubts. We are very ignorant and short- 
sighted creatures, and can pry but a little way into 
futurity : the Divine Being is omniscient, and sceth 
all things past, present and to como, at one clear and 
certain view ; and all the affairs of the Universe are 
under his immediate direction and management, and 
perpetually subject to bis control. "f 
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Such, brethren, was the enliglitened and cherished 
belief of the fathers and founders of yoar Society. 
Knowing the unbounded extent of God's kingdom, 
as to both tbe subjecU and the duration of it, they 
planted in hope, and they sowed in hope. In the 
morning they sowed their seed, and in the evening 
they withheld not their Ui»nd : they cast their bread 
npon the waters, and it has been found after many 
days; they laboured, and we have entered into their 
labours. 

The first anniversary meeting of the Society was in 
1792." Some like-minded individuals of this district 
had been warmly desirous of acting in concert for the 
diffiision of Christian Unitarianism ; and, after de- 
liberating upon another plan, tliey jointly formed 
the association, to which our present service is ap- 
propriated. The date of it was, seemingly, inaus- 
picious : its original members were few ; the obstacles 
which it had to contend with, formidable. I am 
neither required nor disposed to enlarge on what is 
matter of notoriety. It will he enough to aay, that 
the alhanco between our principles of doctrinal belief 
and the principles of Protestantism, was soon illus- 
trated by the nature of the opposition which the 
Society encountered. For a time, it was unfavourably 
affected by this hostility. It gradually witnessed, 
however, a more pleasing state of things ; at least, 



the integrity of its yiews was acknowledged ; and now, 
for a considerable portion of tte fifty years of its 
existence, it has gone on in steady progress, both as 
to the catalogue of its members, and the sphere of its 
tisefulness. Its movements have evinced its life and 
vigour. In every respect, it stands foremost among 
our Societies of this class (assuredly among our pro- 
vincial Societies) ; and its managers and members 
have strong encouragement to persevere in the ex- 
ecution of its simple plans, and in the pursuit of its 
Jiigbly interesting object. 

At the end of half a century, it is otir duty and 
privilege, brethren, to join together, with the liveliest 
gratitude, in praising Him who has been pleased to 
bless our united labours, and to animate our hopes. 
If pious Jews, on meeting each other at their solemn 
festivals, re-echoed the burden of Uymns of their 
Siee«t Singer, " O, give thanks unto Jehovah, for he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever,"* with how 
far greater reason and significancy may ice employ 
this language ! 

Nor can we be unmindlol of honoured instruments 
of His goodness ; of those of our fathers and brethren 
in this Society, who are no longer among us ; those 
to whom, humanly speaking, it owes either its origin, 
or much of its stability and influence. Is it possible 
to forget their singleness of purpose ; their willing 

• Compare PBalni ciixvi. 1. &c., wilh Eire, iii. S. There 19 a 
hoBuliful and pBlhetic allusion lo this practice ia Jer. xixiLi. % /f. 



and indefatigable laboura ; their affection, diainterested- 
ness, and piety ; their patient hope ; their steadfast 
feith ; their ferrency of spirit, aud well combined 
habits of studious and of active life ? I cannot trust 
myself with saying more of them ; less 1 could not 
say ; and there are those among you, whose recollections 
will supply my deficiencies, and cause them to par- 
ticipate in my feelings. 

But if our departed friends and brethren could have 
anticipated the state of the "Western Unitahian 8o- 
CIETT at this period, how ardent would have been 
their gratitude ; how raised their expectations ; how 
cordial their desire of being still diligent and un- 
raoveahle ! By the esteem that we bear to their 
memories, by our far higher obligations as Cluistian 
believers, let ns he persuaded to cherish the same 
habits of thought, feeling, and deportment, 

" One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day." The subject and 
application of my discourse immediately regard us, 
as trail, dependant, sinful, and accountable beings ; 
the offspring of that Eternal God, before whom we 
must shortly appear; the destined inhabitants of that 
eternal world, which the eye of Faith beholds. In 
these characters, we have both personal and social 
duties to discharge ; and we even come under in- 
dividual obligations as to this Society. They are 
obligations comprehending the study, aud the en- 
couragement of the study, of the Scriptures, adherence 
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to the great principles of Protestantism,* and the ex- 
emplary observance of seasons of private, domestic, 
and public worship. If we faithfully use these means 
of Christian virtue, and " perfect holiness in the fear 
of God, we shall be happy in ourselves and profitable 
to men, and may reasonably hope that, when the grand 
designs of Providence and Grace are consummated, 
and Time is swallowed up in Eternity, we shall be 
admitted to worship in the Heavenly Temple, saying, 
" Salvation to our God, who sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb. Blessing and glory, and wisdom, 
and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever !" 



* I would earnestly recommend Ihe perusal of" Five Lectures," on 
this interesting and generally ill-understood subject, by the Rev. John 
Gordon. 
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A SKETCH 

OP THE 

HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS 

OF THE 

WESTERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 

This Sketch may be adyantageouslj introduced by a 
notice of the state of theological opinion among the 
ancestors of those, of whom Unitarian Book Societies 
have generally consisted ; and likewise among the de- 
scendants themselves, in the last years of the eighteenth 
century. 

The fathers, and, with few exceptions, the children, 
belonged to the class of Protestants known as Presby- 
terian Dissenters. These Nonconformists were of early 
date: and much of their history is identical with a 
memwable portion of their country's annals. In process 
of Time, they passed through a great change : at first, 
it was a change in discipline, rather than in doctrine. 
Owing to causes, which reflect distinguished honour on 
them, they were averse from subscription to articles of 
faith. Numbers of their ministers would neitiiier re- 
new nor impose it. Believing, as they still did, in the 
received doctrine of the Trinity, they yet declined the 
acknowledgment of it in human terms, and on human 
authority and invitation. The consequence was, that, 



going on to exercise the free inquiry and private judg- 
ment, of which they had, for years, been the adTocatas, 
and studying the Scriptures with impartiahty and learn- 
ing, they receded still further from popular and esta- 
blished creeds. This dissent was visible in their 
■writings, — in their published interpretations of the 
SacredYolume, — less so, however, in their periodical 
services and discourses. 

During the time which I refer to,* the Presbyterian 
Nonconformists were countenanced by several ministers 
and laymen of the Church of England, both in t!ie 
avowal of the Protestant principle, and in the attain- 
ment and communication of Scriptural knowledge. 
But the rise and increase of a new body of seceders, — 
the followers respectively of George "Whitfield and 
John Wesley, — altered the fece of religious affairs. 
Multitudes of the people attached themselves to these 
fervent leadeiB : numbers of the parochial clergy were 
deemed cold and lifeless, in comparison of them; and 
dissenting congregations, — the Presbyterian especially, 
— witnessed a. diminution in the number of their at- 
tendants. To the majority of mankind polemic and 
declamatory effusions are far more attractive than well- 
reasoned and practical discourses. Nor can it he con- 
cealed that most of the Presbyterian ministers, like the 
clergy of the then prevailing school, had kept contro- 
verted doctrines greatly ont of sight. This was in 
itself wrong ; and it did mischief even to the Truth and 
Impartiality, the Love and Candour, which it was 
thought Hkely tn advance. 

At intervals, throughout the last century, beneficed 
clergymen had resigned their livings, as the conse- 
quence of their disbelief of the Trinitarian doctrine. 
Yet the number of these was small ; and few of them 
had become members of Anti-trinitariau congregations ; 
and, until 177*, none had erected separate societies. 



Public attention was little excited by their retirement. 
It is probable that the case of the Petitioning Clergy* 
did more towards turning men s eyes to the nature^and 
claims of the grand principle of Protestantism. Fol- 
lowed, too, as this soon was, by the surrender of the 
living of Catterick, on the part of the Rev. Theophilus 
Lindsey, and by his opening a chapel at Essex House, 
in London, for the worship of the On© God, the Father, 
it must be looked upon as illustrative of the alliance 
subsisting between Christian Truth and Christian Li- 
berty. Regard was now fixed on doctrine, as well as 
on Conformity and Nonconformity. Some members of 
Mr. Lindsey's recently-formed Society were Presby- 
terian Dissenters ;t while he was further joined by 
many estimable individuals, who, although they did not 
disHke an established church as such^ gladly availed 
themselves of this opportunity of presenting the social 
homage which their judgments and consciences ap- 
proved. J 

Dr. Priestley, already conspicuous as the disinte- 
rested, fearless votary of Knowledge, of Truth, and of 
Civil and Religious Freedom, was Mr. Lindsey's inti- 
mate friend. Bom, and, in part, educated, among 
Congregational Dissenters, he had been called to exer- 
cise his ministry in Societies denominated Presbyterian ; 
and, by his services, writings and example, he drew the 
attention of that body to doctrines^ — ^to those especially 
which respected the object of Christian worship. His 
subsequent controversy with Horsley aided this endea- 
vour ; so that opinions directly opposed to Trinitarian- 
ism, and its kindred articles of belief, spread through 

* 1771 — 72. t Lindsey *8 Sermons, vol. ii. pp. 408-9. 

X Other secessions and resigpnations quickly succeeded: those of 
Dr. Disney and Dr. John Jebb cannot be forgotten. In our own 
times, and under the immediate observation of the Commiltee of the 
Western Unitarian Society, there are those who have offered like costly 
sacrifices on the altar of Christian Integrity and Freedom. 
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the class of Nonconformiats, of which he was so bright 
an Dmament. 

But measures were still needed for bringing those 
sentiments before the world ; for making an open pro- 
fession of them, in their Scriptural evidence, and in 
their derotional and moral influences. This atlempt 
was the more wished for, aa there were not ivunting 
Tery respectable individuals among the Presbyterian 
Dissenters, who took different views of the Saviour's 
rank in creation from what characterised Unitarian 
ChrUtiaiUy and who deemed the opinions of these their 
brethren less farourable to Piety and Virtue. 

Such being the state of Theological belief and pro- 
fession, the London Unitarian Book Society was set on 
foot, towards the end of the last century. Next in 
order, and at a short interval of time, the Society in the 
West of England arose, on the same principle, and for 
e purpose. 

I find that, about the conclusion of the year 17!)1> 
the Rev. Timothy Kenrick bad been solicitous to en- 
gage the co-operation of some of the neighbouring 

' ' "s with himself in the local diffusion of Christian 
Unitarianism. They* had, accordingly, resolved on 
delivering periodically a week-day lecture, in that city 
and its vicinity, upon topics relative to die doctrine of 
the Trinity. Kules, too, had been formed and approved, 
for the better fulfilment of this design, when an unex- 
pected occurrence gave it pause. Application beuig 
made to the Trustees of the Mint Meeting IIouse,t for 

_.__ B Kenrick and Brslland, of Eieter, Rowland 

Bnil Isaac, of Moretoa-Hainpstead, Morgan, of Colluinninn, and 
Toulmin, of Taunton.~MS letters in the poiiBessioo of the Rev, John 
Kenrick : la these tolereBtinB papers further reference tvill be made. 

, 1, as before. This letter 1 „ _. ^.. 

Brellaod" and " TimolhT Kenrick," and ia dated " December 15, 
1791." Mr. Urellsnd was IhQa the minister of the Mint Meeting'. 
House, which had been erected for tJie Rev. James P^roe, a» one 
rpsult of " ihe memorable division in 1719."— See March's History, 
SiC. pp. 308, 403. 
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leave to begin the course of lectures there, the use of it 
was refused, without any reason being assigned. It 
will appear, in the sequel, that a notice of these circum- 
stances is strictly relevant. 

Either from this cause alone, or from other causes in 
conjunction with it, the plan of a lecture was laid aside. 

In January 4, 1792, a chapel, built at the expense of 
Richard Hall Clarke, Esq., and contiguous to his resi- 
dence,* was opened for Unitarian worship : when the 
ministers and other gentlemen who were present on the 
occasion, agreed to institute this Society, and may pro- 
perly be described as its first members. On May the 
11th, a meeting of its friends took place at Exeter. 
The Society was then more fully organized; a Treasurer 
and a Secretary being chosen. Its first general meeting 
was at Crediton, in September of the same year, when 
seven members joined it, in addition to the twenty-one, 
of whom it had previously consisted.f 

On the next Anniversary Meeting, September, 1793, 
at Taunton, Mr. Kenrick delivered a highly interesting 
and valuable discourse. It appears, however, that onlv 
a small number of members were present. The politi- 
cal alarm and party-rage of the day, are understood to 
have been instrumental in communicating a panic, even 
where it was not looked for, and where it ought to have 
been resisted. 

In 1794, the Yearly Meeting was at Exeter. It had 
been the wish and intention of the Committee, to have 
religious service, on this occasion, in a building every 
way commodious and accessible. They had applied in 
time, and very respectfully, to the Trustees of George's 
Meeting-House, for this purpose. The answer was a 
direct, unexplained refusal. A short correspondence 

* Bridwell, near CoUumpton. 

t See the annexed Tables. The late William Davy, Esa., of Credi- 
ton, was of the number ; and it was he who fint suggfested the idea of 
a Local Book Society. 

E 



inafamly followed between Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Toul- 
min and Jamea White, Esq. The Trustees, however, 
were inflexible : and a kind and spontaneous offer of 
the use of the Bow Meeting-House* having been made 
by its Trustees and some of its members, an admirable 
sermon was delivered there, on July 2, by the Eey. 
Thomas Reynell.f 

But the conduct of the Trustees of George's Meeting- 
House could not be passed over. Mr. EeyneL had 
made no reference to it : any such reference would have 
as ill suited the place and the occasion, as the known 
taste and delicacy of the Preacher. On dehberato 
thoaght, and with counsel from older men, another 
member of the Society addressed a printed letter to the 
most active of the Trustees, in which he humbly at- 
tempted a tindication of it &om the charges under 
which it laboured, or was supposed to labour.J In this 
pamphlet, the situation and province of the Trustees of 
Dissenting Meeting-Houscs were examined, and the 
great principles of Protestantism held forth to view ; 
and it was endeavoured to shew that Unitarian Christi- 
ana were most unjustly accused of political disaffection. 

A second Anniversary Meeting, at Exeter, being con- 
templated for 1796, it was judged desirable that reli- 
gious service should again be perftinned within the build- 
ing so kindly opened to the Society two years previously. 

• Muroh's HJBl, &c., p. 405, he. 

1 1 had the hnppiness of beiag OQc of his oudience ; nnd I felt oreat 
deliphtnnj iutereBtin liis diseuurse, arepeBled pEnisal of which has 
renewed my patiflcaLion. The Uilents atlanmenls, and virtues, of 
this friend of my youlh, and companion of mj studies, were of a superior 
order : hut his loye of retirement made him lesa known to the world 
than wBfl dearablc, either for ouiBeives or for him. 

{Ilcnmefrom the writer of this SfctlcA. and was reprinted, al Lon- 
don, in isbo, as a Finditalion of Unitarian Ilook Societies generalty. 
The individual to whom he oriffinally addressed it, is no longer among 
the living on tha earth. Soma few years, however, before nis death. 



The sermon now preached there* had a marked reference 
to the late Mr. Andrew Fuller s unfounded attack upon 
the character of Unitarian Christians, and upon the 
tendencies of their specific helief ; and this sermon 
soon after its publication, gave rise to another pamphlet 
from Mr. Fuller's pen, and to one, in further reply, on 
the part of the Preacher. 

IVom this period to the autumn of 1804, nothing 
memorable occurred in relation to the Society. Its 
list of members had been gradually enlarged ; and a 
growing interest felt and m^ifested in its yearly meet- 
ings. That of the year already mentioned, had taken 
place at Moreton-Hampstead. It was the last which 
its indefatigable Secretary attended. Mr. Kenrick 
closed a life of eminent usefulness in August 22, 1804. 
Among the yarious and heavy losses occasioned by his 
death, the members of the "Western Unitarian Society 
had to mourn the vacancy of an office, in which it was 
difficult to place a successor of equal wisdom, zeal, and 
perseverance. 

The first Quarterly Meeting after this occurrence was 
at Exeter, on the subsequent 6th of October.f Mr. 
Joseph Clark, of that city, was then requested to act as 
Secretary, and also to call a general meeting of the 
members, with the view of considering of the expediency 
** of removing the meetings of the Committee to Bristol." 

At that General Meeting (January 4, 1805), the sit- 
uation of Bristol relatively to most of the western 
counties, and its other local advantages^ pointed it out 
as the most eligible site for the Depository of the So- 
ciety. Experience has amply justified the choice. 

The Secretaryship was now imdertaken by Mr. 
Thomas Hodgetts ;| and the new Committee consisted 
of the Ministers of the Lewin's Mead Chapel, and a 

* See the annexed Tables. t See Appendix, No. iii. 

t Agreeably to a Resolution of the first Quarterly Meetingr, at Bris- 
tol, April 26, 1806. 
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limited uumLcr of otiicr indiTiduols resident in Bristol 
or its neighbourljood. For a quarter of a century after 
this removal, the Rev, John Bowe greatly exerted 
himself in the advancement of the welfare of the 
Society ; and this, with exemplary judgment and dis- 
interestedness.* These services were rendered by him, 
as an individual member of the Committee, who, 
from his puhHc station, his sound judgement, readiness 
and perspicuity in speaking, experience in business, and 
connections of family and friendship, was particularly 
qualified to uphold and extend the usefulness of the 
Society. So powerful, indeed, was the sense entertained 
of his services that in I834i he was elected President of 
the Society, — an honorary and nominal office designed 
"aa a mark of respect and gratitude."f 

In 1831, it was decided at the General Meeting, at 
Bridgwater, to modify the Preamhle ; the nature and 
extent of which change vriU be judged of, from a sub- 
joined copy of the Resolutions involving it. J 

At different times, some of the Rules of tlie Society 
have been altered. Of these alterations none, perhaps, 
are more beneficial than those, by means of which the 
power of the Committee has received enlargement, in 
respect of making donations of books, and of determin- 
ing what books shall have a place in the Catalogue. 

Due care has also been exercised both as to the de- 
positing of the Society's stock of books, and a trust-deed 
for its fimded property. 

There has, usually, been a progressive augmentation 

* See Monthls Repaaitor;, Vol, i. p. 459. 

t See n correct and ample Memoir of Mr. Rowe, in llie Christian 

». ■( , t Reformer [^, 8.], vol. i. pp. 265, &c. Ho died, July 2, 1833, at 

i- J*»tt»* 0^ Lucca, in lln!^. Wilh p^t knowledge of the world, and with man- 

"r!! Bad yet^hii^her qualities, thutlttledhim for moving in itacceplably 

d usefully, te united the deep attachmeat to Religious Principle, by 

lich hia aQcestois and family were chaiBclerised. See also Appen- 

X No. v., note. 
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of tlie niunljer of its members : 
there are about 200.* 

In tbus looking back upon the progress of the Society, 
the examples and the services of some who were the 
honoured inatrumenta of PioTidence in advancing it, 
cannot be forgotten. It was founded in times which 
presented still more formidable obstacles than we now 
meet with to tbe arowal of Scriptural, yet obnpxious. 
Truth. But the singleness of purpose, the steadfastness 
of iaith and labour, the "love that never cooled, and" 
the " zeal that never wearied," which marked the most 
conspicuous of its earliest and of its succeeding friends, 
were far from being ineffectual. Much has been done ; 
although much remains to be done. While in one 
part of tbe Western district a Kenkick and a TotrLMiN 
■will long be remembered as the intrepid advocates of 
what they deemed true and right and of deep import- 
ance, in another the Society wiU recollect, with grateful 
veneration, that an Estlin, a RoWE, and a OABPENTBnt 
e enrolled among its members. Silence is imposed 
upon me in respect of living names : hut I am not under 
the same restraint concerning those who are removed 
far beyond the voice of human praise i and to notice 
whom, is to instruct and animate their survivors. 

The grand principle of this Society, ia a joint avowal 
of tbe truth as it is in Jesus ; ita object, the circulation 

f books, designed to set forth the evidences and bear- 
ings and efficacy of that Truth. As its end is simple 
and iufelligible, so the means which it employs are 
appropriate. It makes use of the Press for its addresses 
to the world ; and prescrihea no terms of ecclesiastical 
communion. 

In conclusion : — From this Sketch of the History of 
the Origin and Progress of the Western Unitarian So- 

• See the annexed Ijsts. 

t Tha Memoir of Dr. Carpenlerj bj hia aaoond aon, deeertes hi|(h 
--"■■" '■""i ID a devotional and religious, and In a lilomi'y view. 
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ciet J, it will not, I think, be an unfair inference, that It 
has contributed, in no small degree, to recommend the 
Faith and Worship, by which the successors of the 
Presbyterian Nonconformists of England are generally 
distinguished. ^^ It is a remarkable f^t," says Mr. 
Hunter, " that now, for forty years, a body formerly so 
changeable has been nearly stationary in opinion, though 
still adhering to the ancient principle of dissent, tibie 
right of private judgment, and the duty of professing 
the results of the exercise of it. It is some slight pre- 
sumption that they have recovered the primitive faith."* 
May Posterity witness the yet growing strength of 
this " Presumption ! " 

J. K. 



♦ Life of Oliver Heywood, &c., p. 452. 
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The Christian Religion, deriving its origin from the imme- 
diate revelation of God, and being the scheme which Infinite 
Wisdom has chosen, as best calculated to lead men to virtue 
and haj>pinesa, must be of the greatest value to mankind. 
But, as it operates upon the minds of those who embrace it, 
only by the exceUence of its doctrine and iostitutiocs, its 
utility is lesaened in proportion as these are corrupted. 
Thai Christianity has suffered great injury by the additions 
made to it ainee the time of Christ and his Apostles, is 
readily allowed by all Protestants ; and they have eserted 
themselves, with commendable zeal, to remove them. To 
us it is equally evident that many errors are still retained by 
Protestants themselves, no less pernicious than those which 
have been abandoned. To endeavour, therefore, to obtain 
a fiirlher reforniatioD of religion, and to restore it to the 
standard of original purity, must be regarded aa a UBe&l and 
benevolent undcrtalting, worthy of the zealous exertions of 
all those who wish to promote the religious improvement and 
happiness of the human race. It IE to accomplish this im- 
portant purpose, in conjunction with others of the same 
sentiments with ourselves, in other parts of the kingdom, 
that this Society is fonned. 

Considering that one principal obstruction to the progress 
of just sentiments in religion has arisen from the want of an 
open avowal of them, on the part of those by whom they 
have been embraced, or of other methods of making them 
known to the world, we have thought proper to associate 
ourselves together, in order to distribute among tbose who 
arc disposed to inquire, sucb Booka as appear to us to con- 
tain the purest account of the doctrines of revelation, and to 
be the best calculated to promote the interests of true piety 

■ This, and all the other Articles of die Appendix whichfollow, have 
bees added by a member of the Committee of tlic Western Unitarian 
Sodety. 



and virtue ; but more particularly among such persoos a 
from their situation in life, are precluded, iu a great meaaur 
Irom obtaining the means of information ; declaring it to 1 
the fundamental principle of the Society, in which ne a 
agree, that there is hut One God, the Cbeatob an 
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While we thus declare our belief in the strict unity of 
God, and cannot but regard every practice as idolatroua 
which attributes any of the prerogativea of the Deity to 
another, a conclusion in which we think ourselvea warranted 
by the language of Scripture, we would not be understood to 
assert that we think such practices arc attended with the 
same immoral consequencea as the idolatry wliicb prevailed 
in the ancient heathen worid. That they are, however, in 
all cases injurious, and in some highly criminal, we have nn 
doubt ; but how far they may be so in any particular instance 
we pretend not to determine, as it must depend upon cir- 
cumstances which can be known only to the individuals con- 
cerned, and to that Being who searcnes their hearts. 

In laying down the above principles as the fundamental 
maxims of the Society, we do no more than exercise the 
authority which every Societj' possesses, of determining the 
object for which they associate, and to the promoting (it 
which they choose to limit their endeavours. No one can 
justly complin that he is injured or aggrieved hereby. If 
others abonld think fit to form societies for propagating such 
views of the Christian religion as are different from those we 
entertain, they have an undoubted right to do so, and they 
will not be censured by us ; for we admit, in the most unre- 
strained sense, the right of every man to think for himself in 
matters of reli^on, and apprehend that this right extends to 
judging of the importance of opinions as well as of the truth 
of them. We wish not to prevent the discussiou of what we 
deem the genuine principles of Cbriatianitj', but to procure 
for them an imnarlial and candid examination : by this 
means we trust that the truth will at length prevail, and the 
wcl&re of the human race be greatly advanced. 



The following is a copy of the Resolutions passed at the 
Anmud Oeaerid Meeting, held ai Sridgewater, Jtd'j 20, 

1831. 
" Sesolved : — 

lat, That it is the opinion of this Meeting, that those who, 
uniting together ia Christian Worship, on the essential prin- 
ciples of Unitarianism, are excluded by them from other 
religious communions, may, with propriety, unite in associa- 
tion for the support and promotion of those principles. 

" 2nd, That union with thia Society shall henceforward be 
considered as implying no more than the reception of those 
essential principles, viz.. The Personal Unity ; the Sole 
Deity ; the Essential Mercy, and the Exclusive Worship of 
Jehovah, the God and Father of our Lord Jcsna Christ. 

" 3rd, That no one uniting with this Society he considered 
as giving his approbation or sanction to all the Books ad- 
mitted into its Catalogue ; and that the responsibility of 
individual inembers respecting them, rests simply with their 
own selection and distribution of them. 

" 4th, That in thus extending the principles of union, no 
alteration is contemplated in the practice of the Society in 
reference to its Anniversary Services, every preacher being 
led at full liberty to advocate the doctrines of Unitarianism 
in that way which he deems best adapted to promote them." 
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Copi/ of the Resolutions passed at a Meeting of the Com- 
mittee, held at Exeter, October 6, 180*. 
" Resolved .- — That the Committee, feeling much con- 
cerned at being deprived by Providence of the service of 
their late valuable Secretary, the Rev. Timothy Kenrict, to 
whose integrity and zeal the Society will ever bear testimony, 
can scarcely feel themselves competent to proceed further 
than the following resolution, before the next Meeting. 

" Resolved : — That Mr. Joseph Clark be appointed Se- 
cretary to this Society, and that he be requested to call a 
General Meeting of the Society, on the first Friday after 
New Tear's Day, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the propriety of removing the Meetings of the Committee to 
Rristol.'' F 
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APPENDIX No. IV.- 



A LIST OF THE PREACHERS 

THE WESTERN 







Those marked with an Asterisk 


TEAR. 


PBEACHER. 


PliACE. 


1792. 


Joshua Toulmin, D.D. 


Crediton 


1793. 


Timothy Kenrick, 


Taunton 


1794. 


Thomas Reynell, 


Exeter 


1795. 


Thomas Broadhurst, 


Plymouth 


1796. 


John Kentish, 


Exeter 


1797. 


Joshua Toulmin, D.D. 


Tiverton 


1798. 


Jacob Isaac, 


Collumpton 


1799. 


John Rowe, 


Warminster 



1800. Thomas Belsham, 



Bristol 



1801. John Prior Estlin, LL.D 

1802. Theophilus Browne, M. A., 



Bridport 
Bath 



1803. Job David, 



Taunton 



1804. John Davis, 

1805. James Hews Bransby, 

1806. Richard Awbrey, 

1807. Theophilus Browne, M.A., 



Moreton-Hampstead 
Gloucester 
Cirencester 
Trowbridge 



1808. Lant Carpenter, LL.D., 



Bristol 



& SUBJECTS OF THE ANNUAL SERMONS BEFORE 
UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 



were not published. 



SUBJECT. 



TEXT. 



i 



■-} 



{The Character of Christ as the \9itness to 
the Tnith 

The Parable of the Leaven in the Meal 

Adom the Doctrine 

The importance of just sentiments of God 

{The moral tendency of the genuine Chris- ) 
tian Doctrine J 

{The injustice of classing Unitarians with ) 
Deists and Infidels ) 

The consolations of Pure Christianity 

The Disciples called Christians 

f Freedom of Inquiry and Zeal in the diffu- 
< sion of Christian Truth asserted and re 
(, commended 

{The union of Wisdom and Integrity re- ) 
commended ) 

{The necessity of a New Version of the ) 
Sacred Writings j 

The Wisdom and Benevolence of the Deity 
in the Appointment 
Jesus to be the Mediator 
Covenant 

The natural Placability of God 

The Example of Jesus the Example of a Man 

The Power of Man to do the Will of God 

The Union of Charity and Bjiowledge 

f Errors respecting Unitarianism Consider- ^ 
i ed ; and Motives and Means for the > 
( Dissemination of it stated J 



John xviii. 37 

Matt. xiii. 33. 
Titus ii. 10. 
Acts xvii. 29. 

1 Tim. vi. 3. 

2 Cor. X. 7. 

2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 
Acts xi. 26. 

Philipp. iii. 8. 

Matt. X. 16. 
Deut. V. 27. 

Acts ii. 22. 

Luke vi. 36. 
1 Peter ii. 21 
Philipp. ii. 12.* 
Philipp. i. 9-11* 

John xviii. 37. 
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TEAR. 


* PREACHER. 


PLACE. 


1809. 


Edmund Butcher, 


Bridgewater 


1810. 


John Rowe, 


Plymouth 


1811. 


John Kentish, 


Exeter 


1812. 


Rohert Aspland, 


Bridport 


1813. 


Thomas Howe, 


Taunton 


1814. 


Joshua Toulmin, D.D. 


Yeovil 


1815. 


William Johnston Fox, 


Bristol 


1816. 


Joseph Hunter, F.S.A , 


Dorchester 


1817. 


John Kenrick, M.A., 


Exeter 



1818. Thomas Southwood Smith, M.D. Ilminster 



1819. Thomas Madge, 

1820. William Hincks, F.L.S., 

1 82 1 . Lewis Lewis, 

1822. Lant Carpenter, LL.D., 

1823. John Kentish, 

1824. Henry Acton, 

1825. Rohert Aspland, 



Bath 
Bridgewater 

Collumpton 
Crediton 

Bristol 

Bridport 
Trowbridge 



fThe 
i th( 
I of 



The Meaning of the Term " Son of God" 
n between the Simplicity of 1 
the Gospel ood the Lending Principles > 
if the ProtcBtant Cause. ) 

A Vindication of Religious Liberty 
( Out Lord's Prayer, relating to the Union "| 
i subsisting between God his Father, > 
( Himself, and his Disciplea, csplained J 
("The Unitarian Doctrine stated, and thel 
i Objectiona to it obviated, on the Ground j- 
t of Clmat's Declaration J 

{A Reply to Popular Objections against ) 
Cnicarianism J 

iScryiture the Delight and Guide of the ) 
Unitarian Christian J 

iUnitarianism the Essence of Vital Christi- ) 
anity ) 

!The Probable Influence of the Devclope-J 
ment of the Principles of the Human ( 
Mind on its Future Progress in Know- f 
ledge and Goodness ) 

The Use of Reason in Matters of Religion 

{The Praetical Tendency of the Doctrine ) 
of the Simple Humanity of Christ J 

( The Influence of Heathen Philosophy on ) 
\ the Doctrines of the Gospel J 

The Scripture Doctrine of Redemption 
fThe Mutual Relation of the Unity of God) 
i and the Humanity of Christ as Doctrines V 
I of the Gospel. J 

5 Christ the Brightnesa of the Father's Glory 1 
( and the Image of Hifl Perfections J 

( Causes of the Slow Progress of ChriBliaii ) 
I Truth J 



2 Cor. J 



John XX. 31 
1 Tim.ri.2 

1 Cor. siv. 

1 Cor. xiv. 
1 Tim., ii. i 

Col. ii. 8- 
Ephes. i. 7. 

1 Tim. ii. 5 

Heb. i. 3. 

2 Tim. iii. 
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TEAR. 


PBEAGHEB. 


PLACE. 


1826. 


William Johnston Fox, 


Taunton 


1827. 


John Gooch Robberds, 


Exeter 


1828. 


Hugh Hutton, M.A. 


Yeovil 


1829. 


Joseph Hutton, LL.D., 


Bristol 


1830. 


Russell Scott, 


Dorchester 


1831. 


Henry Acton, 


Bridgewater 


1832. 


Robert Aspland, 


Bath 


1833. 


Robert Brook Aspland, M.A., 


Crewkerne 


1834. 


Samuel Bache, 


Exeter 


1835. 


Charles Wellbeloved, 


Gloucester 


1836. 


John Kenrick, M.A., 


Bristol 


1837. 


John Grooch Robberds, 


Bridport 


1838. 


Jerom Murch, 


Ilminster 


1839. 


Greorge Armstrong, B.A., 


Plymouth 


1840. 


James Martineau, 


Yeovil 


1841. 


Greorge Harris, 


Bath 


1842. 


John Kentish, 


Exeter 



iThe Right and Duty of ReasoDing on > 
Subjects of Religion i 

Christ One with God 
fAn Appeal to Scripture Principles iol 
i Support of the claims of Uuitarian > 
(^ Chrietians J 

J The Devotion of the Spirit and of the ) 
{ Cnderstanding j 

SJeaufl the Living Bread that came down ) 
ftom Heaven } 

( The True Foundations of Joj and Peace V 
{ in Believing J 

JThe Divine Dispensations, a Series of) 
l Moral Discipline J 



f The Authority of Jesus as a divinely in- 1 
i spired Teacher, sufficient for the Evi- > 
( deuce and Efficacy of Christianity ) 

The One and Vital Faith of Christians 

Dangers Within 

Reconciliation to God by Christ 
5 Freedom irom Sin and Death by the J 
; Spirit of Life in Christianity J 



f The Eternity of God considered in Rela- ^l 
tion to the course of Christian Know- > 
ledge and Virtue ) 




Ephcs. iy 
2 Tim. h 



1 John iv. 7-14* 
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APPENDIX No. V. 



Treasurers of the Society* 



1792 . 


. May 11 


. Richard Hall Clarke 


1819 . 


. Dec. 27 


John Maningford 



Secretaries of the Society. 



* 



1792 .. 


May 


11 


1804 .. 


Oct. 


6 


1805 . . 


April 26 


1807 . . 


Dec. 


11 


1808 . . 


Nov. 


14 


1809 .. 


Oct. 


3 


1811 .. 


Dec. 


12 


1818 .. 


Jan. 


12 


1828 . . 


Dec. 


24 


1839 . . 


Dec. 


6 



Rev. Timothy Kenrick 

Joseph Clark 

Thomas Hodgetts 

Charles Dan vers 

Rev. William Jillard Hort 

Samuel Lang 

John Maningford 

Thomas Fry 

William Browne 

Hugh Caleb Evans 



* The Rev. John Rowe frequently acted in the capacity of both 
Treasurer and Secretary to the Society from 1805 to 1832, and his 
house was the Depository of the Stock of Books and Tracts until 1824, 
when it was placed under the charge of the Society's Booksellers, 29, 
Clare-street, Bristol. Mr. Rowe having signified a wish to be relieved 
from the business department of the Society, the following Resolution 
was passed at the Annual Meeting held at Bridport, July 14, 1824 : — 
'* Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Rev. John Rowe, for his long-continued, able, and highly-important 
services to this Society, from the time of its establishment, and espe- 
cially since the removal of it to Bristol ; and that, as a mark of respect 
and gratitude, he be appointed President of this Society.** 



^^^^^^^ "^^^^^^^^^^^B 


^^^^^ ^^^^H 




^H at the First General Mee^n^, held at Crediton, September 6, ^H 


^H 1792. The ^rsttjB^t^-one were enroUed prior to thai meet- ^H 
^H ing, — the revimning seven on the day of the meeting: — ^^H 


H William Davy. Fordton, „ear 


Samuel Pett, Zondon ^^H 


^B Crediton 


Rev. Thomas ReyneU, Thor- ^^M 


^B Hev, Timothy Kenrick, Errfn- 


^on H 


^H KeT. Jacob Isaac, Mareton- 


Joseph Littlefear, Exeter ^H 


H HampUeod 


Jonathan Evans. Exeter ^^1 


^H Bey. Samael Morgan, Co^ 


Samuel Kenrick, Bewdley, ^^M 


^H Zun^cm 


WorceaierihiTe ^^M 


^H Rev. Joshua Toulmin, A.M., 


Rev.Theophilus Lindsey, A.M., ^H 






H Hichard Hall Clarke, BriiK*?; 


Rev. Thomas Belsham, Ifem ^H 


H Soiue, near Collumplon 


College, Hackney ^^H 


^H Rev. Thomas Morgan, XMjmrrf 


Martin Dunsford, Tiverton ^^H 


^H WiJliim Tuoher, Ei:e(er 


Rev. John Rowe, ShrewtlAtry ^^H 


^H EcT.MatthewAnsUB.JBndpori 


Rev.Thomas VatirtT,Plynumth ^^H 


^H William Brown, Jun. Collump- 


■Rev. John Kentish, PlymoMh ^H 


^M ton 


Dock ^H 


^M Rev. John wmmaii,Brid«>ell, 


■William R. Reynell, Barn- ^H 


^M Dear Collumplon 


staple ^H 


^M Sterlien Sbnte, CoUumptcn 


William Tajlenr, Skreuabury ^H 


^H William Rowe, Spence-Combe, 


John TiDgcombe, Plymouth ^H 


H near O^ifon 


John Spry, Plynwuik Dock ^H 


^H ■ Of Ihia lisl Ihero ara bgl two mrrlToni-lhe preaoher at the Piflieth ^^M 


^H Annivenary HecllDg, and Ur. WUllam Reynelli the lalUr, howBicc, Jg qoi ^^M 


^H noo B memhEr gf tbc Society. ^^M 


^H Zuf 0/ Me preseni Members of t/ie Western Unitarian Society, ^H 


■ ^H 


^H TbMS whoK dBiQGB US marked • ue Membeis Ibr Ufe. ^^| 


^H Acton, Rev. H., Sxeter 


Bagehot, T. Wataon, Langport ^^| 




Bagehot, Edward, Langport ^H 


H Araes,G. H.,£r;stoi 


Baker, W., Brufo; ^H 


H Armstrong, Rev. G., Bristol 


Barham, Dr., Exeter ^^| 


^M Aspland, Rev. R. B., JJuM«- 


Basnett, William, Boih ^H 


■ ^etd 


Basnett, C. H., Bath ^H 




Batten, Johti, Yeooil ^^1 


^M Buehe, Hev. 3., Birmingham 


Batten, John, Jun,, Yeovil ^^1 



BBttiBCombe, Wro., Bridport 
Bttjley, Rev, James, Bristol 
Bayly, John, Plymouth 
Bayly, George, Plymouth 
■Benyon, Mies Constance, 

BrigMan 
Bird, Joseph, Sturmintter 
Bishop, John, Dorcheiler 
Blake, Dr., Tawiton 
Stake, Miss, Taunton 
Blake, William, Taunton 
Bowring, Hev. Thomas, Bir 

minghian, 
Bowring, Charles, Bxeter 
Breillat, John, BrUtol 
Brock, DbdIgI, WelHngtt. 
Browne, William, Bridge 
Browne, George, Bridgewaier 
£rowne, Joiiii, Bridgewater 
Browne, B. W., Bridgetnater 
Browne, Mrs. CoUampton 
Browne, Misa, Bridgewater 
•Brock, Hey. George, Sinantea 
BryHnt, Samael, BrUtol 
'Buckler, U. P., Zrmdon 
Boll, James, Bridgewater 
Bunny, Snmuel, Bristol 

Carpenter, Mrs., Bristol 
Carpenter, Dr. W. B,, Brittol 
Carpenter, Bev, R. 1., Bridge- 

Castle, M. H., Bristol 
CftHtle, Michael, Bristol 
Chandler, Powell, Gloucester 
Coffin, John, Llandaff Court 
Colfox, W , Bridport 
Colfoi, Mias, Bridport 
•Coliins, Thomaa, Ihrdnster 
Coatea, Mrs., Bristol 
Congregational Library, -Bris- 

tol 
Cox, Isaac John, Honiton 
Cross, Mra., Exeter 
Crompton, Rev. Joseph, Sar- 

Cropper, Rev. John, Wareham 



Cndlip, W. B., Tavittocll 
Cnff, WiUiam, Crewlterne 
Davidson, Q. M., Warndes 

House, near Bristol 
Darke, R. RoIIe, Sidmowtk 
Daviea, Rev. Dr., Qlaueester 
Davy, Joseph, Exeter 
Davy, Mra., Crediton 
Davy, Edward, Creditmt 
Despriiz, Charles, Brittol 
Downe, J. G., Bridport 
Drewe, William, Exeter 

EstUn, J. B., Bristol 
Bstltn, Airred, Somerton 
Biana, Mies S. J,, Bristol 



Fellowship Fund, Swansea 

Gnscoigno, Rev. M. C, Tops- 

Gibson, Hev. Robert, BrUtol 

Gill, J., Bath 

Gollop, G. T., Bridport 

Green, Pet«r, Bristol 

Green, W., Bath 

Gundry, Joseph, Bridport 

Oundry, Samuel, diito 

Hain, William, Brittol 
•Hali, George Webb, Bristol 
Ham, John, Bristol 
Herford, Miss, C/ielteiiJiam 
Hawkei, Hev. H,, Porlsinoulh 
Higman, W. H,, Bristol 
Hill, William, ditto 
Hinton, G. P., ditto 
Hickman, William, Oloueeiler 
Howe, John, Bristol 
Hort, Rov.W.J., CorA 
Hounsell, Joseph, Bridport 
Hougliton, G., Exeter 
Hawse, H. E., Bath 
Horsfleld, Rev. F., Cireri' 



Jacobs, William, Bridport 
James, Rev. William, Brittol 
Jeffrey, James, Bath 
JcokinB, John, CaTmarlhen 
Jolly, T., Bcdh 
Johnson, JamoB, Brittol 



KingcioD, T. M., Mrs., Exeter 
King, R, Meade, Taunton 
Knowles, W., Brittol 

Lang, Samnel, Britti^ 
Lang, Thomas, Brittol 
Lee, Mrs. J., CkarroGath 
Lewis, Rev. L,, Cheltenham 
Leigh, Robert, Ta-imton 
Llewelin, H. R,, BrUtol 
Lowe, William, BrUtol 

MaokinfoBb, John M., Exeter 
Manning, Miss, Exeter 
■Maniogford, John, Brittol 
Maolellao, Hev.R, E. B., Brid- 

May, Mrs., Bridgend 
Mitchell, Mrs., Langpori 
Millard, Mrs., Qtoucmler 
Hoore, Charles, Bath 
Morgan, Mrs. S., near Stone 
Montgomery, Rl'v. R. M., 

Taunton 
Murch, Edward, Bj-idgewaler 
Murch, Rer. Jerom, Balh 
Murch, Jobn, Jim., Honiton 



OOet, TbomsB, Brittol 



Palmer, Arthur, Brittol 
•Palmer, H. A., Brittol 
Perry, Rev. Dr., Exeter 
Pbllp, James, Brittol 
Philp, Rev. R. K., London 
Pile, Francis, Bath 
Phippard, Mrs. T., Doreheiter 
Phlppard, Mrs., Wareham 
•Price, Wro. P., Gbnitetter 
Preston, Henry, Brittd 

Radford, Dr., Sidaututh 
Rndford, Q. G., Ziverpool 
Reid, F. W. B., Brirtol 
Reeves, Miss, CrewJteme 
Ricketts, Henry, Brittol 
Rickard, J. R. Wadebridge 
Robins, Lieut. H.N., Bridge- 

Rowland, Joho, Neath 
Rnssell, Thomas, Gloueelter 
Rutter, John, Ilmiiater 

Salnsbory, Samnel, Bath 
Smith, Mrs. E., Eaaon Grey 
Smith, Richard, BrUtnl 
Smith, Rev. W., Dorchetler 
Sparks, Samuel, Langport 
Staples, James, Brittol 
Stock, C, Brittol 
Solly, Rev. H., Taviitock 

Tanner, William, Swan Biver, 

Amtralvi 
Tagart, J. D., CheltenJutm 
Terrell, James, Mxeter 
Te^in, Rev. J. O., Cretdheme 
Thomas, C. J., Bristol 
Tliomaa, Thomas, ditto 
Thomas, Thomas, Jud., ditto 
Thomley, Thomas, Oodleg 
Tricks, William, Brittol 
Thompson, C., Bridgeiealer 
Tommy, George, Brittol 



WuiflBy, George, Warmimio' 
WftiT, Harry, Bridport 
Washbourae, Mrs. N., Qtoa- 

■Washbourne, Chaa., Gloueester 
• Washbourn e, W, T, ,Glquceiter 
Watte, James Colson, Briitol 
Whitfleld, Rev. E , Ilminiter 
Whilfleld, Mrs., Ibnhater 
Williams, James, Bridport 
Wreforii,R. v., £™ioZ 
Wrefordj W. E,, BrUlol 



Wreford, Her. J. R., Brittol 
Withers, G,, Bath 
Williams, John, Smamea 
WilliamB, Mlfis, Nemcastle, 

Bridgend 
WiDdBor, Robert, Briitol 
WaUon, Dr., Bnift 
WatkJns, S. C, Brittol 
Wood, Rev. S., London 



APPENDIX No. VII. 



The following < 



e Ike Rules of the Weslent Unitarian 
Society : — 



I. This Society shall be denominated "The Society of 
Uaitarian Cbristians, established in the West of England, 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, and the Practice of 
Virtue, by distributing Books." 

II. There shall be a General Meeting of the Members of 
this Society every year, on the day and at the place that may 
be fixed upon at the preceding General Meeting. 

IIL The ordinary business of the Society shall be c 



Secretary, and six other Members (three of whom shall 
retu^ in rotation annually), to he chosen by ballot at a 
General Meeting of the Members resident in Bristol and the 
neighbourhood, which Meeting shall be convened during 
the month of December, by the Secretary for the time being. 
In case of a vacancy in the office of Treasurer or Secretary, 
a General Meeting of the Members resident in Bristol and 
the neighbourhood shall be called, without delay, to elect a 
successor. At every General Meeting of the Bristol Members, 
Seven shall be competent to proceed to business ; and Three 
at the Meetings of the Committee, 



IV. At every General Meeting, the Minutes of the intcr- 
veniDg ComraitteeB, as well as of the last General Meeting, 
shall be read ; also the Auditor's Report of the State of thi; 
Treasurer's Accouots, and all such Letters, or Abstracts of 
them, BE the Committee shall direct to be laid before the 
Society. 

V. The object of the Committee shall he to carry into 
effect the Resolutiona of the General Meetings, to superin- 
tend the printing and circulation of the books and tracts 
approved by the Society, and to transact all such busiueas as 
is not expressly reserved for the General Meetings. 

VI. At every General or Committee Meeting a Chwrman 
shall be appointed, who shall have a casting vote. 

Vn. Every person recommended by Two Members shall 
be considered as a Member of this Society, upon paying his 
Subscription for the current year, provided the same be not 
less than half-a-guinea. 

VIII. Any person subscribing Five Guineas at one time, 
shall he a Member of this Society for Life, and entitled to a 
nominatioQ of books equal to that of an Annual Subscriber 
of Half- a- Guinea, and so in proportion for any larger sum. 
All Subscriptions paid during any part of the year, shall be 
considered to commence Irom the first of January in such 
year, and in like manner to terminate on that day twelve- 
month ; but no Annual Subscriber shall be entitled to vote 
at any Meeting, or to receive or purchase any books or tracts 
of the Society, till his Subscription for the current year be 

IX. All Bills due from the Society, amounting to the sum 
of Five Pounds or upwards, sliall be first allowed and coun* 
tersigned by two Members of the Committee, before the 
Treasurer sliall discharge them. And the Treasurer's Ac- 
counts shall be examined and balanced by any two Members, 
indifferently chosen^ at the Annual Meeting in Bristol. 

X. The Secretary shall keep a Book ; wherein he shall 
enter Minutes of the proceedings and resolutions of the So- 
ciety at their several Meetings ; he shall give notice of all 
General Meetings, and of all Meetings of t£e Committee, to 
each of the Memhers respectively. He shall also attend to 
the receipt and direction of all packets, and keep a regular 
account of the same, and of the expenses incurred ; and, 
previous to the General Annual Meeting in every year, he 
shall apply to all the Members for the payment of their 



Subscriptions ; and, upon all occasioDB, obeerve the ordeca 
and directions given b; the Sorjety. 

XI. The Committee, or a majority of them, or any Seven 
Membere, shall, by a Requisition to the Secretary, stating 
the business propoeed, have power to direct the Secretary to 
call a General Meeting of the Subscribers of Bristol and its 
neighbourhood ; the object of which shall be specified in the 
several summonses. And any Two Members of the Com- 
mittee shall have povfer to call a Meeting of the Committee, 
on signing a Requisition to the Secretary for that purpose. 

XII. Every Book or Tract, printed or in manuscript, 
proposed to this Society, shall be recommended in writing 
by three Members of the Society, in the form fuUowiag, 



We, whote names are undermritUn, being Members of the 
Society of Unitarian ChruHans, estabUskea in the West of 
England, for promoting Christian knowis^e and the practice 
of nirtue, do recommend a Treatise entitled 

as a hook iDorthy of the patronage of the 
Society, and of being printed [or purchased] and received into 
their catalogue, and are persvaded that it is calcidated to 
promote the general design of the Society. 

Dated the day of 
And its admission, and the number of copies to be printed 
or purchased, or its rejection, shall be determined by ballot 
at the nest Meeting of the Committee. 

XIII. The Committee shall, as soon as possible in each 
year, print and circulate among tbe Members a Catalc^uc of 
the Books and Tracts to be had from this Society, fixing the 
prices at so much above the wholesale trade-price, at which 
they are purchased, as mav be aulBcient to defray the un- 
avoidable expenses attending the procuring of them ; and 
every Member shall be entitled to receive books at the 
Catalogue -prices, to the fall amount of his Subscription, 
provided he make his claim by written order within two 
months from the date of the Catalogue, otherwise the 
nomination will lapse to the Society. 

XIV. Every Member may at any time purchase any 
quantity of books, at the price marked in the Society's 
Catalogue, by applying at the depository and paying the 
money as bcod as the order is given. 



XV. A General Statement of the Society's Affairs shall 
be annually printed and sent to all Ihe Members. 

XVI. The foregoing Rules shall not be altered, nor any 
new Rule be made, otherwise than by the vote of two-thirda 
of (he Members present at a General AuDual Meeting, to be 
taken by ballot. 



The Society will thatiltfully r 
Legacy, for the better enabling thi 

The Stock of the Society is deposited with Messrs, Philp 
and Evaas, 29, Clare-Street, Bristol. 



Committee for the year 1842 ; — 

Hev. O. Armstrong, B.A, I Mr. William Browne 

Hev. W. James Mr. G. P. IlhjlOQ 

Hev. i. R. Wreford, F.S.A. Mr. C. J, Thuiuus 

Hev. S. Walker | Mr. W, H, Higman 



APPENDIX No. VIII. 



The foSottJoig Account of the Fiftieth Anniversary Meeting 
of the Society, is chiefly derived from Notices o^it which 
appeared in the " Western Times" the '^Christian Reformer" 
and the " Christian Pioneer : " — 

The Annual General Meeting of the Western Unitarian 
Society was held on Wednesday, Julv 20, 1842, at Exeter, 
the place where it was originally foacded. The circumstance 
of this being the Fiftieth Anniversary Meeting, and of the 
venerable preacher of the day being the sole surviving original 
member of the Society, gave a more than ordinary degree of 
interest to the procpcdinga. There was a large attendance 
of members from the neighbouring places, and from Bristol, 



Plymouth, Bridgewater, and Bridport, including the following 
miniaters :— Rev. H. Acton, W. C. Perry, Ph. D., and M. 
Calamy, of Eseter ; Rev. John Kentish, of Birmingham ; 
Rev. G, AraiBtrong, B.A., Rev. R. Gibson, B.A., and Rev. 
J. B. Wreford, F.S.A., of Bristol ; Rev. E. Whitfield, of 
Dminster ; H«v. R. E. B. Maclellan, of Bridport ; Rev, J. G, 
Teggin, of Crewkerne ; Rev. W. Maccall, of Crediton ; Rev 
H. Solly, of Yeovil; Rev. R. L. Carpenter, B.A.,of Bri<^e- 
water; Rev. R. M. Montgomery, of Taunton; Rev. J. 
Smethurst, of Moreton-Hampateau ; Rev. M. C. Gascoigne, 
ofTopsham; and Rev. H. Squire, of Yarmouth. The reli- 
gious service was conducted at George's Meeting House, 
and was introduced with prayer, and reading the Scriptures, 
by the Rev. E. Whitfield. The general prayer was offered 
by the Rev. R. E. B. Maclellan. A highly mtereetitig and 
appropriate sermon, full of argumentative and cheering 
Views of the Eternity and Immutability of Truth and of the 
Divine counsels, was delivered by the Rev. John Kentish, 
from 2 Peter iii. S, 9. On three former occasions Mr. Kentish 
had preached the annual sermon ; the first time so early as 
the year 1796 ; and he had been a member of the Society 
from its first annual meeting in 1792. These circumstances, 
combiaed with the solid reasoning of the discourse, the feeling 
allusions to the origin of the Society, and to its founders, 
together with the energy and impreasiveness of the manner 
with which the whole was delivered, all tended to excite an 
interest which will not easily be forgotten. Great pains had 
been bestowed on the musical services ; and the choir per- 
formed Jackson's Te Deum, in C, in a very superior style. 
At the close of the service, Joseph Davy, Esq., the brother 
of one of the founders, was called to the Chair, and the bnsi' 
ness of the Society was transacted. At the dinner, which 
look place shortly after, at the Royal Clarence Hotel, a large 
party of gentlemen assembled, the Chair being ably filled 
by James Terrell, Esq. ; B. Pope, Esq., officiatmg as Vice- 
Chainnan. At a second table, Joseph Davy, Eaq^ presided ; 
withC. Bowring.Esq., Jun., as Vice-President. After dinner, 
Non nobis Damine was sung very effectively, and several 
appropriate glees were performed during the atletnoon, under 
the direction of the organist, Bssistcd by some professional 

Gentlemen. The usual loyal toasts having been drunk, the 
Ihainnan gave, " Civil and Religious Liberty all the world 
over," — and " Success to the Western Unitarian Society," The 



Chairman then gave, " Those gentlemen who have been the 
steady advocates of religious truth and freedom for the last 
fifty years, in times more dangerous than the present." The 
Bev. J. Kentish returned thanks. The health of the Secre- 
tary, Mr. H. C. Evans, waa theo proposed, and acknowledged 
by that gentleman. The next toast was, " The Treasurer 
and Committee ; " the Rev. J. R. Wre&rd returning thanks. 
Mr. Whitfield then proposed " The health of the Ministers 
of George's Meeting House ; " the Rev. H. Aetou and Dr. 
Perry returned thanks. " The ministers who conducted the 
devotional services of the day;" which was acknowledged 
by the Rev. E. Whitfield and the Rev. R. E. B. Maclellan. 
The Chairman then gave, " The rapid progress of liberal 
education, as the surest precursor of religious truth ; " which 
was responded to by the Rev. J. R. Wreford and the Rev. R. 
Gibson. "Prosperity to Manchester College;" acknow- 
ledged by the Rev. H. Squire. The health of the Chairman 
being proposed by the Rev. H. Acton, and that of the Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. Davy, by W. Colfos, EstJ., of Bridport, and 
severally acknowledged, the meeting soon after separated and 
dispersed tor a short period j and then reassembled, to meet a 
large number of ladles and other friends at tea, in the 
Assembly Room of the Clarence Hotel. After tea, the 
Chair was taken by the Rev. H. Aclon, who proceeded, with 
his usual eloquence and abilty, to the busiucss of the meet- 
ing, introducing resolutions and subjects for consideration, 
and calling upon the gentlemen present to deliver their sen- 
timents upon them. 

The first resolution bore immediate reference to the So- 
ciety, and the interesting circumstances under which it was 
now assembled ; and the Rev. J. Retneix Wb£fobd was 
requested to speak on the subject of " The Western VmtarioK 
Society." In the course of his interesting address, he wel- 
comed to the West of England the Rev. John Kentish, 
whose presence was indeed a pleasure to the many who love 
and honour him, either from personal friendship, or firom a 
knowledge of his many virtues and well-earned reputation. 
Mr. Wreford made some obaervatioas on the utility of Book 
and Tract Societies, dwelling particularly upon that, now 
the oldest of them all, wliich to-day celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary : he spoke of the gratification which it afforded 
him, to meet in his native county of Devon, that fairest of 
England's provinces, on so interesting a 



valued friends, and eapecially hia former estimable colleague 
at Birmingliam, — the father of the Society, — who had now 
come back to th[a county of hia early ministrations, to 
sanction with his presence and hia counsels tbusc plans and 
principles which he had advocated in youth. He alluded 
to the founders aad first members of the Society, among 
whom were his own near rclativcis. He congratulated the 
Society on its present flouriahing condition, — contraaled the 
present auspicious circumstances with those under which it 
was Ibunded, — and called upon his audience to promote its 
continued prosperity. 

Chaalbs BowBiHG, Esq., in conjunction with the Chair- 
man, then proposed a special vote of " 2'hati)u to the Rev, 
John Keiituh, not only for the valuable services which he 
bad rendered to the Society that day, and on so many im- 
portant occasions during hiJf a century, but for his able and 
enlightened advocacy of the cauae of Scriptural Christianity 
and Christian benevolence, throughout his long, uaeiiil, and 
exemplary life. 

The Rev. John Kentish, with strong emotion, acknow- 
ledged the candour and kindness with which he had always 
been received by the Society, expreaaed his gratiHcation at 
having been spared to see thia day, and bis thankfulness for 
having been favoured with any ability to serve the cause of 
Truth and Righteousness. 

The Chairman then proposed the subject of " Religioua 
Libei-ty" and the Rev. G. Armstrong, and the Rev. R. 
Gibson, who for conscience sake had seceded from the 
ministry of the Established Church, were called upon to 
address the Meeting. 

The Rev. Geobge Axustbono, at some length, entered 
on the subject so all-im[>orlaat at the present crisis, — the 
authority claimed by the Church. He observed that the 
spread of the influence of " Puseyism" in the English 
Church, was the very reverse of discouraging. He took it 
as the true measure of the alarm felt at the natural prt^ress 
of the Protestant principle of the right of private judg- 
ment. By the confession of a great and increasing section 
of the Church that principle, recognizing the sole suffi- 
ciency of Scripture, conduced to the diSusioa of Unitarian 
sentiments. Pusejisro, therefore, would shut up the right 
of private judgment, and so far it was consistent. There 
were two aorts of orthodoxy, — cloistered orthodoxy, and 



popular orthodoxy. The former argued right, from wroog 
principles; the latter argued wrong, from right principles. 
The one insiated on the inalienable right of private judg- 
ment; the other on the imminent danger of Unitarian 
interpretation, as the result of the escrciee of that right. In 
either case, UnitBriaUB assuredlj had no cause for dissatis- 
faction. Mr. Armstrong concluded an eloquent address, by 
recommending that our worship, in all its external circum- 
stances, should be made venerable and attractive ; so that 
having truth within, and solemnit; and dignity without, we 
should exhibit that vitality which is so much to ho desired. 

The Rev. Robeet Gibsoh made some valuable observa- 
tions on the present state of the Unitarian bodj. 

The Rev. Edwabd Wbitfiej,d offered some seasonable 
remarks on the next sentiment, — " Tke cause of Um'larian 
Chnslianiiy." 

"Our irethren in other comUriea" called up the Rev. 
R. E. B. MACt-GLLAJt, who spoke with much icrvour, and 
instanced the noble exertions made at Geneva, in America, 
and in Ireland, for the aasertion of the rights of conscience, 
and the propagation of Scriptural knowledge. 

" Out- departed worthies," was impresaively dwelt on by 
the Rev. John Kghtibb. He spoke of his fathers and 
brethren in the ministry, who, fifty years ago, had united to 
foim this valuable Society, and gave a brief outline of its 
origin and histoiy. To two honoured and beloved names, 
that of the late Rev. Tiraolhy Kenrick, the first Secretary, 
and that of the late Dr. Toulmin, he alluded with great 
feeding. 

" The pious memory of the late Eev. Dr Carpenter" was 
then proposed from the chair, with powerlul and touching 
effect, and was received, as desired, in solemn silence. 

W. B. Cabpenteh, Esq., M.D., of Bristol, spoke ably oa 
the subject of " Liberal Education," and alluded to the 
great danger to be apprehended fbom the unceasing and 
widely extended efforts of the Church of England to mono- 
polize as much as possible the education of the people. He 
pointed out the many ways in which this end was steadily 
aimed at, and expressed his earnest conviction, that, unless 
equal vigilance were shewn by the iriends of free enquiry, 
that sacred cause would be very greatly retarded in its 



The evening was now far advanced, and it was necessary 
:o close the proceedings, though several other gentlemen 



were expected to address the Meeting. The Rev. U. Sou.t, 
however, spolie a.t some length, and with grent earDestoeas, 
on various topics coDoected with our religious body, and 
urged the uecessity of adopting more popular meaauresfor the 
propagation of our sentiments. The business of the evening 
then dosed, the thanks of the meeting being cordiaUj given 
to the Rev. Henry Acton, for his judicious and able con- 
duct io the chair, A fiiller report of the interesting speeches 
delivered on this occasion would have been given, had notes 
been taken at the time. 

Thus closed a memorable and delightful day, the proceed' 
iogB of which ^ave general satisfaction. They who remember 
the early meeUngs of the Society when the members, few 
in number, had reason almost to fear the publicity which 
attended their Anniversary proceedings; and when ^as on 
the occasion of the Society, assembling for the first time in 
Exeter, in 1794), not more than nine could be found to meet 
together, — might well regard the present Meeting with 
admiring gratitude, — might well feel they had ample cause 
to " thank God and take courage." 
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CORRIGENDA 

F. 14. The ordei of the two references to be inverted. 

— 32. LineSi {rom the to]f,loT" that cUy" rend" Exeter." 

— 33. IJne 7 from the top, place the fignre 4 within brackets. 

— 36. Line Ifi from tho top, place the fiKire^^^ within bracketii. 
1. For " Bridgirnter'' rpad " Bridgeicater." 



